The advocates engaged to defend William Reid, at his trial for criminal abortion and murder, selected me as one of the medical men whom they should consult in regard to the case, and call as a ?witness in Reid's defence. I found myself associated in these duties with my friend Dr Littlejohn. with whom I cordially co-operated.
It was not till after I had learned the chief details of the case, and become acquainted with the tenor of the precognitions, that I consented to accept the engagement. But 
